
Vol. 5/1, May 2005 57

Section 7.2.1. Improvements to this example in-
clude using coef() instead of $coef, and using
the predict generic function, i.e., predict(gb,
data.frame(pop15=seq(20,48,by=1))). The two
(dotted) lines described in the text actually do not
show up on the plot. Furthermore, although it is in-
structional to create two basis functions lhs() and
rhs(), the reader is not informed that bs(pop15,
degree=1, df=1, knot=35) would be equivalent.

In conclusion, the book is quite suitable to serve
for the practical component of an advanced under-
graduate course in linear models to reasonably pre-
pared students. A sequel on generalized linear mod-
els and extensions would be a natural next step!
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R Foundation News
by Bettina Grün

Donations and new members

Donations

Adelchi Azzalini (Italy)
BC Cancer Agency, Vancouver (Canada)
David W. Crawford (USA)
Peter L. Flom (USA)
Google Inc., Mountain View, California (USA)
Faculty of Economics, University of Groningen
(Netherlands)
Shigeru Mase (Japan)
Merck and Co., Inc. (USA)
Network Theory Ltd, Bristol (United Kingdom)
Stanford University, California (USA)
Douglas Wilson (Canada)
Ivo Welch (USA)

New benefactors

Burns Statistics Ltd., London, U.K.
Loyalty Matrix Inc., California, USA
Statisticon AB, Uppsala, Sweden
Merck and Co., Inc., USA

New supporting institutions

Baxter Healthcare Corp., California, USA
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, Utah
State University, USA
Department of Statistics, Iowa State University, USA
Dipartimento di Statistica, Università Ca’ Foscari di
Venezia, Italy
School of Economics and Finance, Victoria Univer-
sity of Wellington, New Zealand

New supporting members

Claudio Agostinelli (Italy)
Roger J. Bos (USA)
Dianne Cook (USA)
Gregor Gorjanc (Slovenia)
Ivan Kojadinovic (France)
Iago Mosqueira (Spain)
Jonas Ranstam (Sweden)
Christian Schulz (Gerrmany)
Mario Walter (Germany)
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Changes in R
by the R Core Team

User-visible changes

• box plots by boxplot() or bxp() now have the
median line three times the normal line width

in order to distinguish it from the quartile ones.

• Unix-alike versions of R can now be used in
UTF-8 locales on suitably equipped OSes. See
the internationalization section below.
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